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2410 48th Street South, Wisconsin Rapids, WI  54494          715

Town Board Meetings 
2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month at 6:00 p.m. 

Plan Commission Meetings 
2nd and 4th Mondays of the month at 6:00 p.m. 

Fire Department Meetings 
1st Monday of the month at 6:00 p.m. 

 
*Meeting dates subject to change - call the 
Municipal Building to confirm dates, time and 
location or check our website at                                                                                                                              
www.townofgrandrapids.org 

TOWN OF GRAND RAPIDS
WOOD COUNTY, WISCONSIN

FALL/WINTER NEWSLETTER 

 
TAX PAYMENT DUE DATES

 First installment and/or payments in full are due on or 
before January 31, 201

 
 All personal property taxes and special assessments are 

due by January 31, 201
 

 All taxes of $100 or less per parcel must be paid in full by 
January 31, 2016 

 

All taxes paid after January 31, 2016, must be paid at the 
County Courthouse,

 payable to Wood County Treasurer.
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Street South, Wisconsin Rapids, WI  54494          715-424-1821     www.townofgrandrapids.org

PAYMENT IN PERSON
 
Taxes may be paid by cash, check, 
debit or credit card (a fee is 
charged by Gov Pa
debit or credit card transaction) at 
the Municipal Building at 2410 
48th Street South during the 
following business hours: 
 

 

TOWN DROPBOX 
(Not for US mail or 2nd Half Tax Payments)

 
A secured drop box has been installed at the Municipal Building entrance. Use this 
mailbox to leave correspondence for any town office or official, permit application, 
citation forfeiture, full or first-half tax payment in Decemb

NOTE: PAYMENTS AFTER JANUARY 31, 2016 ARE NOT COLLECTED BY 
THE TOWN TREASURER AND ARE PAYABLE TO THE WOOD COUNTY 

TREASURER 

 

THE TREASURER’S 
OFFICE WILL BE 
CLOSED FROM 1
P.M. DAILY

Taxes must be receipted in 2015 to 
be deductible on 2015 income taxes. 
Our office will be closed on 
Thursday, December 24; Friday, 
December 25; and Friday, January 1, 
2016. Mailed payments that are 
postmarked on or before December 
31, 2015 will be receipted in 2015. 

PAYMENT BY MAIL 
 

Return your payment stub with your 
payment. Make checks payable to: 
Town of Grand Rapids Treasurer in 
the exact amount of your taxes. 
Enclose a self addressed stamped 
envelope for return receipt. 
 
Mail to: Town of Grand Rapids 

Kris Ginter, Treasurer 
2410 48th Street South 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494 

 
Dog license fees must be on a separate 
check. 

TOWN OF GRAND RAPIDS 
WOOD COUNTY, WISCONSIN 

FALL/WINTER NEWSLETTER - 2015 

TAX PAYMENT DUE DATES 
First installment and/or payments in full are due on or 

January 31, 2016 

All personal property taxes and special assessments are 
, 2016 

All taxes of $100 or less per parcel must be paid in full by 
 

, must be paid at the Wood 
ourthouse, 

payable to Wood County Treasurer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.townofgrandrapids.org 

PAYMENT IN PERSON 

Taxes may be paid by cash, check, 
debit or credit card (a fee is 
charged by Gov Pay to process the 
debit or credit card transaction) at 
the Municipal Building at 2410 

Street South during the 
following business hours:  

Monday – Thursday 
8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

 
Friday 

8 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

Half Tax Payments) 

A secured drop box has been installed at the Municipal Building entrance. Use this 
mailbox to leave correspondence for any town office or official, permit application, 

half tax payment in December or January ONLY.  
ARE NOT COLLECTED BY 

THE TOWN TREASURER AND ARE PAYABLE TO THE WOOD COUNTY 

************* 
THE TREASURER’S 
OFFICE WILL BE 
CLOSED FROM 1-2 
P.M. DAILY 

************* 



Garbage and recycling information 
 
The Town of Grand Rapids contracts with Advanced Disposal for the roadside pickup of our garbage and recycling items. 
Our contract provides “curbside collection service for the collection of not more than (4) 30 gallon bags or cans of 
residential waste from residential units one time per week”. Advanced Disposal is not required to pick up residential 
waste in excess of this amount. An excess of this allowed amount may result in some of your garbage not being picked 
up by Advanced Disposal. The resident is responsible for properly disposing of the excess amount.  
 
Recycling items contracted to be picked up include: Consumer commingled materials such as aluminum cans, container 
glass, corrugated cardboard, mixed papers, newspapers, tin cans and #1 through #7 plastic items and aseptic 
containers.  
                                    NEW ITEMS NOW ACCEPTED IN ADDITION TO #1 & #2’S  
 
                                                         #3 THROUGH #7 PLASTICS: 

 
 Food & beverage containers, cat litter containers, ice cream pails, 5-gallon pails, 

medicine/pill containers, bakery containers, flower pots or trays, yogurt or cottage cheese 

containers, cups & tubs, clear and rigid clam shell packaging.  
 

ASEPTIC CONTAINERS: 
 

 Cartons or boxes used for juice, milk, soy milk, ice cream and broths.  
 
   PREPARATION:  
 

 Empty and rinse all containers. 
 Average or small-sized #3 through #7 plastic and aseptic items can be placed in your container along with other 

recyclables.  
 Large plastic items (>15 gal. containers, furniture items, toys, etc.) are NOT collected at curbside recycling. 

These items can be delivered to the Portage County Material Recovery Facility in Plover for recycling at no 
charge.  

PLASTICS NOT ACCEPTED 
 #1 Brown plastic bottles 
 #6 polystyrene foam (“Styrofoam”): Egg cartons, hot beverage cups, plates, formed packing pieces, packing   

peanuts  
 Motor oil containers 
 Plastic film, shrink wrap and bags (all #’s) 
 CD cases 
 Vinyl items such as windows, siding, etc.  

 

E-CYCLE 
 
In October 2009 a law was put into place banning certain electronics from Wisconsin landfills and 

incinerators after September 1, 2010. With this law in place the manufacturers will be responsible for the cost of recycling 
the electronics. Businesses that collect the discarded electronics are still allowed to charge a handling fee for collecting the 
items and transporting them to recyclers. As of September 1, 2010 the following electronics are not allowed in landfills 
and will not be picked up by our contracted garbage and recycling hauler:  
 
Desktop Computers  Printers    Televisions  Cellular Phones (no batteries) 
Computer Monitors  Fax machines   DVD players  Gaming and Stereo Systems 
Laptops/Tablets/E-readers VCR’s & DVR’s  Copiers   Mouse Devices & Keyboards  
 

Please help to conserve valuable resources and prevent pollution. RECYCLE YOUR ELECTRONICS!! 
For more information and to find a registered recycler check out the DNR website at:    

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Ecycle/electronics.html 
 

Watch our website for the dates of our 2016 Choose-To-Reuse days next year.  



  
      

Contracted Town Services 
 

Did you know? 
 In a medical emergency situation within 

Grand Rapids, United Emergency Medical 
Response, the Town’s contracted ambulance 
service, will be dispatched, but in a non
emergency situation such as a transfer from 
one medical facility to another, you may 
request United Emergency to do the transfer. 
They can be contacted at 715-423

 
 The contract with Advanced Disposal for 

Recycling & Solid Waste does not cover the 
collection of large items or building materials 
but Advanced Disposal will make special 
pickups of these items for a fee. They can be 
contacted at 715-421-3939. 

 
 Questions on the assessment of your home? 

The Town’s contracted assessor is Bowmar 
Appraisals. They can be contacted at

            920-733-5369. 
 

 
 

Aluminum & Vinyl Storage Structures
 

 Building/Land Use Permit required
involves attending a Plan Commission 
meeting for approval) 

 Property owner is required to maintain the 
structure.  If damaged, it must be removed 
or repaired with the same type/color 
material within 30 days. 

 Only one aluminum or vinyl structure is 
allowed on a residentially-zoned parcel.

 Maximum size for aluminum or vinyl storage 
on a residentially-zoned parcel is 400 sq. ft. 

 Placement must be a minimum of 9’ off side 
& rear lot line; and also 63’ from centerline of 
highway or 30’ from the right-of-
whichever is greater. 

 
(Refer to Ordinance 52 for more zoning regulations, 

which can be viewed at our website 
www.townofgrandrapids.org.) 

 

Christmas Tree Pickup
 

The Town will provide pickup of Christmas trees 
during the second and third full we
(January 11-22, 2016).  Remove bags from trees.  
Trees with bags, wreaths, lights and garland will not 
be picked up.  Trees should be on top of the snow 
bank at the edge of the road.  
 
Trees may also be dropped off at the Town Garage, 
2811 Two Mile Avenue, or at the Municipal 
Building, 2410 48th Street South, in the designated 
drop off areas.  All bags, wreaths, lights and garland 
must be removed from these trees also.  
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Response, the Town’s contracted ambulance 
service, will be dispatched, but in a non-
emergency situation such as a transfer from 
one medical facility to another, you may 
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The contract with Advanced Disposal for 
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The Town’s contracted assessor is Bowmar 
Appraisals. They can be contacted at 

    
Check us out on FACEBOOK

 
“Like” the following pages to stay on top of what’s goin

and around the Town of Grand Rapids:
 

Town of Grand Rapids, Wood County WI
Grand Rapids Police Department (WI)

Grand Rapids Volunteer Fire Department

Aluminum & Vinyl Storage Structures 

Building/Land Use Permit required (which 
ng a Plan Commission 

Property owner is required to maintain the 
structure.  If damaged, it must be removed 
or repaired with the same type/color 

Only one aluminum or vinyl structure is 
zoned parcel. 

Maximum size for aluminum or vinyl storage 
zoned parcel is 400 sq. ft.  

Placement must be a minimum of 9’ off side 
& rear lot line; and also 63’ from centerline of 

-way line, 

(Refer to Ordinance 52 for more zoning regulations, 
which can be viewed at our website 

.)  

EDGE OF ROAD REFLECTIVE MARKERS
 

The Town of Grand Rapids Board has approved
allowing reflective break-away markers to be placed in the road 
right-of-way to aid the snowplow drivers in determining the 
edges of the roads before banks are established. The guidelines 
that have been established are: 

 Only approved break-away markers that are purchased 
through the Town of Grand Rapids will be permitted

 Markers must not be placed closer than three (3) feet to 

the edge of the blacktop. 

 Markers must not be placed closer than ten (10) feet from 

each other.  
Any markers not following the above guidelines are subject to 
removal by the Town of Grand Rapids and/or possible 
forfeiture as per Road Ordinance No. 19 and Schedule of Fees 

and Forfeitures Ordinance No. 39. In the use of the temporary 
snow marker, the residents understand that the Town of Grand 
Rapids will not be liable for any breakage or replacement of 
said markers.  
 
Under normal plowing conditions, the crews will do their 
best to avoid hitting the markers but it is possible that there 
may be some breakage of the markers should the year’s snow 
fall dictate that the banks be rolled back. 
 
The markers are available at the Municipal Building for a cost of 

$2.00 each 

 

 
Christmas Tree Pickup 

The Town will provide pickup of Christmas trees 
during the second and third full weeks of January 

, 2016).  Remove bags from trees.  
Trees with bags, wreaths, lights and garland will not 
be picked up.  Trees should be on top of the snow 
bank at the edge of the road.   

Trees may also be dropped off at the Town Garage, 
Two Mile Avenue, or at the Municipal 

Street South, in the designated 
drop off areas.  All bags, wreaths, lights and garland 
must be removed from these trees also.   

    
Check us out on FACEBOOK 

 
the following pages to stay on top of what’s going on in 

and around the Town of Grand Rapids: 

Town of Grand Rapids, Wood County WI 
Grand Rapids Police Department (WI) 

Grand Rapids Volunteer Fire Department 
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EDGE OF ROAD REFLECTIVE MARKERS 

  Greetings from South Wood County Humane Society! 
 

 The Humane Society is a busy place, taking in stray or unwanted animals, re-homing pets and administering 
microchips to public pets. Please consider micro chipping your animal and protecting them for life, should they 
ever go missing. It can take just a split second for your pet to run out the door or escape from the back yard. A 
microchip is the most effective method for shelter workers or veterinarians to identify your pet.  
 
As the New Year approaches, build your resolution around getting involved with the Humane Society. There are 
a number of ways you can improve the lives of homeless pets including: donating food or supplies, offering your 
expertise by volunteering special skills, opening your home to foster an animal, sharing Humane Society updates 
and pets for adoption on Facebook, getting personal with an animal by volunteering to socialize a pet, or by 
giving money. South Wood County Humane Society offers a flexible volunteer schedule and can accommodate 
students (over 16 years of age) or large groups.  
 
Stay connected with South Wood County Humane Society online at www.swchs.com and Facebook 
www.facebook.com/swchs. Receive email updates by sending an email to swchs@swchs.com with ‘newsletter’ 
in the subject line. The Humane Society is located at 3621 64th St N in Wis. Rapids. We are open Monday, 
Thursday and Friday 12-5pm, Tuesday, 12-7 pm and Saturday 12-4pm, closed Sundays, Wednesdays and 
Holidays. 
 

 

Town Website 
Check out our website at www.townofgrandrapids.org and sign up to receive notification of the notices 

that are posted to the website to your email. 

Garbage/Recycling FAQs 

How do I dispose of paint in my trash? 
 Latex paint cans will be picked up, but only if lids are removed and cans are completely dried out.  
 Oil-based paints can be taken to our Choose-To-Reuse events held in the spring and fall.   

Will my service be delayed by the holidays? 
 Holidays push residential pickup schedules back one day, with regular schedules resuming the following 

week. This applies to New Year’s Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, 
and Christmas Day.  

What time does my trash need to be out at the curb? 
 By 5:00 a.m. on your collection day. Although it’s tempting to wait to put your waste out close to the 

“normal time” the driver is typically in your neighborhood, there is always the possibility of an earlier 
pickup due to other drivers helping out with different routes, etc.      

Will oversized trash items be picked up? 
 Home furnishings, mattresses, appliances, carpet and building materials may require special handling 

and/or advance notice – please contact Advanced Disposal at (715)421-3939 for availability, charges or to 
schedule a pickup.  

How can I dispose of electronics? 
 Advanced Disposal will not collect electronic waste. Visit http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Ecycle/electronics.html 

for a list of E-Cycle collection sites near you.   
 
Sign up for Advanced Disposal’s Service Alerts to get up-to-date information via email and/or text on any service 
delays due to weather, holidays, etc. Go to http://www.advanceddisposal.com/servicealertsignup 
to fill out a brief form for this. 
 
SLOW DOWN TO GET AROUND – Be safe around garbage trucks. Being struck by motorists is a leading cause 
of death for waste and recycling collection employees. When you see a truck on route, remember 
 to Slow Down To Get Around. This is state law in Wisconsin.  



PILING OR PUSHING SNOW ONTO OR ACROSS ROADWAYS 

 It is illegal for any person or business to allow the piling or pushing of snow or other materials from their private drives or parking 
areas onto or across any public roadway, thoroughfare or bridge. This is prohibited by WI State Stat. §346.94 (5) as well as the 
Town’s Ordinance No. 4 and carries a fine of $10-$100 per incident. Besides being illegal, it can also create a hazard for vehicles 
traveling the roadways or cause damage to vehicles and snowplowing equipment. This includes snow blowing, especially at the end 
of driveways.  Be aware of oncoming traffic to avoid creating a hazard.   

 

REMINDERS FROM YOUR POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
BE A CRIME STOPPER: If you have information regarding a crime and would like to 
remain anonymous, plus be eligible for a reward up to $1,000, you can contact Wood County 
Crime Stoppers in one of four anonymous methods:  

1. Text a tip: WCCS to 274637 starting with the keyword WCCS. 
2. Call 877-325-STOP (7867)  
3. Go to www.woodcountycrimestoppers.com and leave a web tip.   
4. Go to www.facebook.com/WoodCountyCrimeStoppers   

 
2016 DOG LICENSES: If you are a dog owner, a reminder to make sure you pay the annual license fee to 
obtain a license and collar tag for “man’s best friend”.  Per town ordinance, this shall be done “at the time and 
in the manner provided by law for payment of personal property taxes”.  This also applies to dog exemption 
permits, those households with more than two dogs.  Make sure your dog’s rabies vaccination is current prior to 
coming in and paying the annual license fee.   
 
BICYCLE LICENSES/REGISTRATION: Town Ordinance #17 makes it unlawful for any person to operate 
a bicycle upon any street in the Town of Grand Rapids unless the bicycle is registered.  There is a onetime 
registration fee of $5.00 from the date of issuance providing the said bicycle remains with the registered owner.  
Please register your bicycles so we can more readily identify the owner if the bicycle does come up missing.  
The Town of Grand Rapids recovers numerous abandoned bicycles throughout the year.  It makes it nearly 
impossible to identify the rightful owner when the bicycle is not registered as required by town ordinance.  The 
Grand Rapids Police Department will be increasing enforcement of this ordinance in 2016 in hopes of being 
able to return recovered bicycles to their rightful owner. 
 
*All town ordinances can be found on the Town of Grand Rapids website at: http://www.townofgrandrapids.org 
 
SNOWMOBILE TRAILS: A safety reminder to all snowmobilers utilizing the snowmobile trails/routes in the 
Town of Grand Rapids.  Please stay on the designated snowmobile trails/routes and obey all signs and speed 
restrictions for your safety and as a courtesy to friends and neighbor’s property adjoining those trails and routes.  
We want everyone to have a safe and enjoyable winter season. 
 
WINTER SURVIVAL ITEMS: Please consider stocking your vehicle with a few winter survival items in case 
you get stranded along the roadway during the upcoming winter season.  Items such as blankets, spare gloves 
and hats, snack bars, reflective safety markers, hand warmers, etc. are all good items to have with you in case of 
an emergency.  When traveling, make sure your cell phone has a full charge so you can make a call in case of 
an emergency.  Also remember to keep your gas tank over half full to avoid gas line freeze-up, especially 
during extremely cold weather. 
 
PRESCRIPTION DRUG TAKE BACK DROP BOX: Reminder, the Town of Grand Rapids prescription 
drop box is available during normal business hours for residents of the town to dispose of unwanted, unneeded, 
or expired medications.  Please use the drop box to properly dispose of these items so they don’t end up 
polluting the environment or in the wrong hands out on the street.  An informational sign is posted by the drop 
box indicating what items are acceptable and items that are not.   

http://www.woodcountycrimestoppers.com/
http://www.facebook.com/WoodCountyCrimeStoppers
http://www.townofgrandrapids.org/


 
 

Grand Rapids – One of the Safest Cities/Towns in Wisconsin 
 
The Town of Grand Rapids is proud to announce the following rankings: 

 4th Safest Town in Wisconsin, by the 2015 ValuePenguin Report 
 5th Safest Town in Wisconsin, by the 2015 Niche Report 
 20th Best Town to Raise a Family in Wisconsin, by the 2015 Niche Report 
 6th Safest City in Wisconsin, according to SafeWise Report of the “50 Safest Cities in Wisconsin” 

 
These are a community honor, attributable to the cooperation and leadership of many. The residents of 
Grand Rapids, town employees, Public Works crew, Town Board, various Town Committees, Fire 
Department, and our full-time Police Department played a significant part in achieving these recognitions. 
 
“Our officers are serious about the safety and security of all residents of the Town of Grand Rapids, as well 
as the visitors who come to enjoy the peace and quiet of our community,” said Grand Rapids Police Chief 
Mel Pedersen. “With the great community support and cooperation, our department is better able to serve 
everyone, residents and visitors alike.” 
 
Please see our website www.townofgrandrapids.org for links to all of the above reports, if you’re interested 
in reading more.  
 

Children’s Snow Forts & Tunnels 
 
As the snow piles up throughout the winter, children are naturally drawn to the piles of snow that 
accumulate at the end of driveways. One of the favorite past times of children is to make a snow fort or 
tunnel out of these piles. While this can bring many hours of fun to children, it can be extremely 
dangerous for them. Even if it has not snowed recently, our plows may be out pushing back snow banks to 
prepare for future snow falls. If a child should be inside the “fort” and the snow plow came along, they are 
at risk of being buried under the snow. Please do not allow children to play in or on snow piles close to 
roadways. Let’s have a safe and fun winter.   
 

WELL ABANDONMENT  
 
Unused water wells that are not properly abandoned leave open holes in the ground. These holes are 
dangerous. People (especially children), pets, and wild animals can get hurt or trapped after falling into an 
abandoned well. These holes serve as direct channels for contamination into Wisconsin’s groundwater. 
They allow contamination to pass straight through to a drinking water source used by many people. 
Contamination, such as chemicals and bacteria, may enter the well from the surface environment. These 
open holes in the ground may also have been used for trash and hazardous debris. The only way to 
eliminate dangerous conditions and contamination of groundwater is to properly close them.   
 
For more information on how to properly abandon a well, please visit: 
http://www.co.wood.wi.us/Departments/LandConservation/Brochures/WELLCLOSUREBROCHURE.pdf  
 
Cost sharing assists landowners financially with the costs of conservation projects. The Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources and the Wood County Land Conservation Department both offer cost 
sharing for well abandonment projects.  
Please contact the Wood County Land Conservation Department at (715)421-8475 or go to their website at 
www.co.wood.wi.us to see if funding is available. 
 



 



 REMINDERS FROM YOUR FIRE DEPARTMENT 
AND FIRST RESPONDERS

 
CHANGE YOUR BATTERIES: When you set your clocks back in November, did you remember to change 
the batteries in your smoke and carbon monoxide
it is time to replace them with new ones. A properly functioning smoke detector increases your chances of 
surviving a fire in your home by 90%.  
 
SNOW REMOVAL: When removing snow from your driveway and sidewalks, remember to pace yourself. 
Make sure you are well hydrated by drinking a glass of water prior to starting and again when you are done. 
Keep children away when using a snow blower. The snow blower may pick up a rock, a piece of chipped 
concrete or even a piece of ice, which can become a dangerous mis
running or inside your garage. Let the engine cool for several minutes before refueling. Spilled fuel on a hot 
engine can ignite and cause a fire.  
 
PREVENT ELECTRICAL FIRES: Never overload circuits or extension
under rugs, over nails or in high traffic areas. 
 
ALTERNATE HEATERS: Portable heaters need their space; keep anything combustible at least three feet 
away. Never leave these units unattended. 
 
FIREPLACES AND WOOD STOVES:
a certified chimney specialist. Clear the area around the hearth of debris, decorations and flammable materials. 
Keep air inlets on wood stoves open, and never restrict air supply to fi
 
CHRISTMAS TREES: Christmas trees are a part of the traditional holiday celebration. If not handled 
properly, they can cause an extremely dangerous fire threat. A dried out tree can catch fire and burn a living 
room in just 30 seconds. When buying a live tree, look for one that is not shedding needles. If branches snap 
when bent, the tree is already too dry. Keep trees watered. A mixture of lemon
tree moist longer. Keep trees away from all heat sources including fi
When the tree becomes dry, discard it promptly. When purchasing an artificial tree, look for the label “Fire 
Resistant”.  
 

Recycling

Wisconsin is a leader in recycling – to remain at the forefront, each of us can do more. Con
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Recycling/

 Compost yard materials and vegetable f
Making your own compost saves you money and makes your plants happy.

 Eliminate open burning. Burning even brush can cau
is illegal to burn treated wood, plastic, household garbage and most all other trash. State law allows burning of clean wood or 
brush and non-recyclable paper, but local ordinances m

 Recycle electronics. Keep these out of the landfill by recycling your used electronics, cell phones, fluorescent bulbs and 
rechargeable batteries. Your public works department or recycling program should have information about recycling options in 
your area. 

 Recycle used automotive materials. Used oil, oil filters, lead acid automotive batteries and used an
 Reuse or recycle construction and demolition

should be kept out of the landfill. 
 Properly manage fluorescent and other

bulbs should be properly disposed of to avoid contaminating the
 Buy products in recyclable containers with as little packaging as possible. Look for packaging that can be recycled in your 

community and items which you can repair or reuse. Also, support recycling markets by buying and using products made from 
recycled materials. 

 Reduce use of disposable shopping bags

S FROM YOUR FIRE DEPARTMENT 
AND FIRST RESPONDERS 

When you set your clocks back in November, did you remember to change 
monoxide detectors? Also if your detectors are more than ten years old, 

t is time to replace them with new ones. A properly functioning smoke detector increases your chances of 

When removing snow from your driveway and sidewalks, remember to pace yourself. 
well hydrated by drinking a glass of water prior to starting and again when you are done. 

Keep children away when using a snow blower. The snow blower may pick up a rock, a piece of chipped 
concrete or even a piece of ice, which can become a dangerous missile. Never refuel a snow blower while it is 
running or inside your garage. Let the engine cool for several minutes before refueling. Spilled fuel on a hot 

Never overload circuits or extensions cords. Do not place cords and wires 
under rugs, over nails or in high traffic areas.  

Portable heaters need their space; keep anything combustible at least three feet 
away. Never leave these units unattended.  

VES: Have your chimney or wood stove inspected and cleaned annually by 
a certified chimney specialist. Clear the area around the hearth of debris, decorations and flammable materials. 
Keep air inlets on wood stoves open, and never restrict air supply to fireplaces.  

Christmas trees are a part of the traditional holiday celebration. If not handled 
properly, they can cause an extremely dangerous fire threat. A dried out tree can catch fire and burn a living 

ng a live tree, look for one that is not shedding needles. If branches snap 
when bent, the tree is already too dry. Keep trees watered. A mixture of lemon-lime soda and water will keep a 
tree moist longer. Keep trees away from all heat sources including fireplaces, room heaters or wood stoves. 
When the tree becomes dry, discard it promptly. When purchasing an artificial tree, look for the label “Fire 

 Recycling------Doing more 

to remain at the forefront, each of us can do more. Consult the 
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Recycling/  for ideas on further reducing your waste stream.

yard materials and vegetable food scraps. Composting is a smart way to keep valuable materials out of the landfill. 
Making your own compost saves you money and makes your plants happy. 

Burning even brush can cause pollution and health problems for you or your family and neighbors. It 
treated wood, plastic, household garbage and most all other trash. State law allows burning of clean wood or 

recyclable paper, but local ordinances may be more stringent than statewide requirements.
. Keep these out of the landfill by recycling your used electronics, cell phones, fluorescent bulbs and 

orks department or recycling program should have information about recycling options in 

sed oil, oil filters, lead acid automotive batteries and used an
demolition materials. Much of this material is a mix of reusable

other light bulbs. Many types of bulbs contain metals such as mercury at toxic levels. These 
bulbs should be properly disposed of to avoid contaminating the environment or harming human 
Buy products in recyclable containers with as little packaging as possible. Look for packaging that can be recycled in your 
community and items which you can repair or reuse. Also, support recycling markets by buying and using products made from 

disposable shopping bags and use canvas or other reusable bags instead. 

S FROM YOUR FIRE DEPARTMENT  

When you set your clocks back in November, did you remember to change 
detectors? Also if your detectors are more than ten years old, 

t is time to replace them with new ones. A properly functioning smoke detector increases your chances of 

When removing snow from your driveway and sidewalks, remember to pace yourself. 
well hydrated by drinking a glass of water prior to starting and again when you are done. 

Keep children away when using a snow blower. The snow blower may pick up a rock, a piece of chipped 
sile. Never refuel a snow blower while it is 

running or inside your garage. Let the engine cool for several minutes before refueling. Spilled fuel on a hot 

s cords. Do not place cords and wires 

Portable heaters need their space; keep anything combustible at least three feet 

Have your chimney or wood stove inspected and cleaned annually by 
a certified chimney specialist. Clear the area around the hearth of debris, decorations and flammable materials. 

Christmas trees are a part of the traditional holiday celebration. If not handled 
properly, they can cause an extremely dangerous fire threat. A dried out tree can catch fire and burn a living 

ng a live tree, look for one that is not shedding needles. If branches snap 
lime soda and water will keep a 

replaces, room heaters or wood stoves. 
When the tree becomes dry, discard it promptly. When purchasing an artificial tree, look for the label “Fire 

sult the DNR website   
for ideas on further reducing your waste stream. 

ood scraps. Composting is a smart way to keep valuable materials out of the landfill. 

se pollution and health problems for you or your family and neighbors. It 
treated wood, plastic, household garbage and most all other trash. State law allows burning of clean wood or 

ay be more stringent than statewide requirements. 
. Keep these out of the landfill by recycling your used electronics, cell phones, fluorescent bulbs and 

orks department or recycling program should have information about recycling options in 

sed oil, oil filters, lead acid automotive batteries and used antifreeze should be recycled. 
. Much of this material is a mix of reusable or recyclable material that 

. Many types of bulbs contain metals such as mercury at toxic levels. These 
 health. 

Buy products in recyclable containers with as little packaging as possible. Look for packaging that can be recycled in your 
community and items which you can repair or reuse. Also, support recycling markets by buying and using products made from 


