Invasive Plants
Two invasive plants that are posing a serious threat to local plants in the area are the
garlic mustard and buckthorn. The garlic mustard plant has a hardy green stalk and small
cluster of white blossoms and the buckthorn is an ornamental bush popular for its berries
and flowers. While garlic mustard has just started to creep into forests and lawns in the
area, buckthorn is rampant in many of the area’s forests, where it already is shading out
saplings. It can reach 20 feet to 25 feet in height and 10 inches in diameter.
Bob Freckmann, a plant taxonomist at the University of Wisconsin, Stevens Point, says
“It’s important that landowners do what they can to control the spread of garlic mustard
and buckthorn”. “Plants in Wisconsin survived the ice age close enough to the glaciers
that they have a short growing season. The plants from the old world did not,”
Freckmann said. “Garlic mustard is a perfect example. It can keep on going into
November and December if we don’t get snow.” The only way to halt invasive species,
Freckmann said, is to target them as soon as they show up. “A dozen plants will be 200
plants the following year, and a 1,000 the year after that,” he said. “Most of the woods in
the southern part of the state are filled with garlic mustard.” If garlic mustard takes hold
in forests here, dozens of native forest flower will be choked out, Freckmann said. (Taken
from an article, Wis. Rapids Tribune 3/19/09)
More information on invasive plants can be found on the DNR’s Website,
http://dnr.wi.gov/invasives
Getting Rid of Garlic Mustard
Weeding: If plants are pulled before
budding, they can be scattered in an
open area to dry. Once they have
bloomed, the plants must be put in
landfills to prevent them from spreading
seeds or taking root.
Disposing: Place plants in plastic or
large paper bags and mark “invasive
plants approved by DNR for landfilling.”
Do not compost or place with yard
waste.
Preventing spread: Shoes, pockets,
pant cuffs, and equipment should be
thoroughly cleaned after walking or
working in infested areas. One garlic
mustard plan can contain hundreds of
tiny seeds.

Getting Rid of Buckthorn
Weeding: Though hard to spot,
buckthorn bushes can be easily pulled
when young, and can be identified by
their bright red roots. Larger bushes
must be chopped down, and the stumps
immediately painted with a solution of
20 percent concentrated Roundup
herbicide. This treatment should be done
in fall when plants pull their reserves
into their root system.
Disposing: The plant can either be dried
and burned or bagged and labeled
invasive for landfilling.
Preventing spread: If possible, try to
tackle plants before they make their
berries. The berries are a favorite of
birds who excrete the seeds in their
droppings.
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