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PAYMENT 

IN PERSON 

 
Taxes may be 

paid by cash, 

check, debit or 

credit card (a 

fee is charged 

by Gov Pay to 

process the 

debit or credit 

card 

transaction) at 

the Municipal 

Building at 

2410 48
th

 Street 

South during 

the following 

business hours: 

 

Monday – 

Thursday 

8 a.m. – 4:30 

p.m. 

Friday 

8 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

 

Town Board Meetings 
2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. 

Plan Commission Meetings 
2nd Monday of the month at 6:00 p.m. 

Fire Department Meetings 
1st Monday of the month at 6:00 p.m. 

 

*Meeting dates subject to change - call the 

Municipal Building to confirm dates, time and 

location or check our website at                                                                                                                                    

www.townofgrandrapids.org 

 

2019 SPRING/SUMMER EVENTS  

TOWN OF GRAND RAPIDS 

 
APRIL 

23rd – Adult Fire Prevention Presentation – open to 

the public, 7:00 p.m. (Fire Station) 

 

MAY 

18th – Choose-To–Reuse 

 

JUNE 

1st – Kiwanis Youth Outdoors Day (Wazeecha Red 

Sands Shelter) 

1st – Kellner Garage Sales 

7th & 8th – Grand Rapids Garage Sales 

7th – 9th – Blue Grass at the Lake 

8th – Firefighters’ Celebration 

 

JULY 

18th – 21st – State Water Ski Show 

 

AUGUST 

3rd – Corvettes of the North Car Cruise 

 

SEPTEMBER 

7th – Wood County’s CLEAN SWEEP (Saratoga Town 

Hall) 

21st – Choose-To-Reuse 

 
 

 

FROM THE TREASURER: 
 

Remember to pay your 2nd installment of taxes by 
July 31, 2019! Taxes must be made payable to the 
Wood County Treasurer and paid at the Wood 
County Courthouse, or sent by mail to PO Box 8095, 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495-8095. Payments will not 
be receipted at the Grand Rapids Municipal Building. 

http://www.townofgrandrapids.org/


Town of Grand Rapids                                                                             PRSRT STD   

2410 48th Street South                                                                                                                                              US Postage Paid 

Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494                                                                                                                                  Permit 98 

                                                                                                                                                                                           Wisc Rapids WI 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      REMINDERS FROM OUR ZONING DEPARTMENT                       

YARD WASTE DISPOSAL 
Town of Grand Rapids residents may again purchase a season long, annual pass for the compost site. Passes may 

be purchased at the Municipal Building, The Store (4010 80th St. S.), and by mail. The cost at the Municipal 

Building and at The Store will be $52 and by mail $53. If you wish to have a pass mailed to you, please submit the 

$53, your name, address and the license plate number of the vehicle that will be hauling the compost. We cannot 

mail you a pass without all of this information. 
Yard waste shall include grass clippings, leaves, pine needles, garden waste, and brush. 

           

            TOWN REVALUATION     

 

Bowmar Appraisal has been retained by the Town of Grand Rapids to conduct a revaluation of all 

taxable property for the 2020 assessment year. Representatives from Bowmar Appraisal will begin 

reviewing properties starting this summer. Assessment Notices will be mailed to each property owner 

when the revaluation is complete, sometime in 2020. The revaluation is required by State Law. The 

main purpose is to make sure that all properties are valued on a fair and uniform basis and reflect 

current market value. In order to accomplish this, the appraisers must have the opportunity to make a 

thorough examination of each parcel of property. Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. The last 

revaluation was done in 2006.  
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CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE 

 
2018 was a good year for the Town of Grand Rapids. We were able to stay under budget, ending the year 

with a $639,475 fund balance. We strive to keep $500,000 on hand at the start of every year to support 

operations until taxes and other state payments are received. Some of the cash on hand balance is 

projected to be used to support the 2019 budget. 

Grand Rapids was recognized by SafeWise.com as being the 1st safest city in Wisconsin. Our ranking 

moved up from the 7th safest in 2018. Grand Rapids has ranked in the top 15 since 2014. We were also 

rated the 82nd safest in the USA.  

New home construction is booming in our town. Last year 32 new homes were started. It looks like 2019 

will be another great year as our Zoning office is seeing many new home permits and inquiries.  

Road projects for 2018 were the rebuild of 36th St., from Hwy 54 to Wolosek Ave.; Whitrock Ave., from 

Sampson to city limits; and Golf Course Rd., from Pepper to Airport Ave. This year’s proposed projects 

have not been chosen yet, but we will have $300,000.00 to use.  

The final payment for the rebuild of Townline Rd. was paid in 2018.  

If you have concerns, please free to contact our office at 715-424-1821, or myself at my home or town cell 

phone. 

Arne Nystrom     
Supervisor 1995-2015 
Chairman 2015-2019 
 

 
 

BUILDING INSPECTOR 
The Town has contracted with a new 

Building Inspector, effective January 1, 
2019.Following is his information: 

 

Central Wisconsin Building Inspections LLC 
Dan Hansen – Owner 

 
Phone: 715-347-7866 

Email: owendanhansen@gmail.com  

 
 

SAFEST CITY IN WISCONSIN!!! 
 

We are proud to announce that SafeWise has named 
Grand Rapids as the 1st Safest City in Wisconsin for 2019. 
Grand Rapids moved up from number seven last year to 

now take the top spot. To see the full report and list, visit: 
www.safewise.com/blog/safest-cities-wisconsin   

 

   

http://www.safewise.com/blog/safest-cities-wisconsin


LETTER FROM THE FIRE CHIEF’S DESK:  
 

 The Grand Rapids Fire Department had a very busy 2018. The department responded to 374 
calls for service. The fire department responded to 48 calls in the Town of Grand Rapids, 12 calls in 
the Town of Grant, 20 calls in the Town of Saratoga and 21 Mutual Aid calls to neighboring 
communities. 

The Grand Rapids First Responders were called out 273 times. The First 
Responder program has become a very important part of the services that the fire 

department offers to the citizens of the area. When the first responders are called out, we 
provide additional manpower to assist United Emergency Medical Response.  
The department always welcomes anyone who is interested in serving as a Firefighter or 
Medical First Responder to stop in and see what is involved in becoming a member of our 
department and serving your community. We have a great department and hope for your 
continued support. We also look forward to seeing all of you at our Firefighters’ 

Celebration in June. Have a safe and enjoyable summer.  
 

                   Fire Chief Bob Piatt 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRAND RAPIDS FIREFIGHTERS’ CELEBRATION 

SATURDAY JUNE 8, 2019 

3:00 p.m. - Midnight 

Please mark your calendars and plan to join us at this year’s celebration. The event will be 

held at the Grand Rapids Lions Club (CTH W & 36
th

 St. S.) from 3:00 p.m. to midnight. 

LAWN MOWER RACES WILL BE BACK AGAIN THIS YEAR! (starting at 4:00 p.m.) 

Live music will also begin at 6:00 with “Cherry Pie”, playing from 6:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. 

Children’s fun rides and raffle drawing are also planned.  

 

Help to support your Fire Department and join in the fun. Hope to see you June 8, 2019.  
 

 



LETTER FROM THE POLICE CHIEF’S DESK: 
 

Grand Rapids Police Department staffing remained stable over the last year. We added two new 

part-time officers in 2018; Officer Cody Stankowski and Officer Jeremy Krakow.  These officers 

filled the two part-time positions created when we hired part-time officers to fill the vacant full 

time positions.  We look forward to serving and working with all residents of the Town of Grand 

Rapids in 2019.   

 

The Grand Rapids Auxiliary is always looking for and recruiting highly motivated individuals to 

join this dedicated group.  If you know of someone that is interested in joining the Grand Rapids 

Auxiliary please have them stop by or call the Grand Rapids Police Department for more details 

and pick up an application.   

 

The Grand Rapids Police Department would like to remind everyone traveling the roadways of 

the Town of Grand Rapids and the State of Wisconsin that motorists must yield the right-of-way 

to authorized emergency vehicles giving audible signal by siren.  This would include fire fighting 

vehicles, rescue vehicles, ambulances and squad cars.  Failure to do so could result in a $326.50 

fine.  This also applies when approaching emergency vehicles displaying their emergency lights, 

stopped along the roadway because of a traffic stop or other emergency.  Please slow down, give 

plenty of room and be prepared to stop, so that our first responders are kept safe while working in 

these extremely dangerous situations. 

 

Remember, with the nice weather comes more people out and about walking, running, biking and 

motorcycling.  Bicyclists are reminded to obey all traffic laws while traveling the roadways of the 

town, including stopping for stop signs.  Motorists should be extra careful when traveling the 

roadways, watching for bicyclists, motorcyclists and pedestrians.  Obey the speed limits and keep it 

safe for everyone enjoying the great Wisconsin outdoors.  

 

When mowing ditches and near roadways, make sure mower shoots are down so people and vehicles don’t 

get hit by flying debris.   

 

In addition, I want to remind everyone to make sure their dogs are properly licensed with the town.  We 

receive numerous complaints throughout the year regarding dogs running at large.  Make sure you keep 

your pets properly restrained to prevent them from wandering off.  By doing so, it will insure a safer 

community for all residents and their pets. 

 

Once again, if you have any questions or concerns, please stop in and see us.  My door is always open and I 

welcome everyone’s feedback. 

 

From all of us at the Grand Rapids Police Department, we hope you have a safe and enjoyable summer.  

 

Chief Melvin K. Pedersen    Part-Time Officers:  

Sgt. Dave Drinkwine     Mike Wiberg     

Officer Tammy Kubisiak    Andrew Merkes   

Officer Seth Thome     DeAun Adamczak 

Officer Cody Conover    Cody Stankowski  

Officer James Jaworski    Jeremy Krakow 

                   

Administrative Assistants: Jewell Ninneman, Peggy Doughty   
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               CHOOSE TO REUSE EVENTS OF 2019!!!!                          

Scheduled for 2019 will be two Choose to Reuse events.  Mark your calendars for Saturday May 18
th
 and September 21

st
 to 

attend this event. The Choose to Reuse will take place from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Town Garage, 2811 Two Mile Ave.  

 

Bring items that you want to discard but someone else can use (e.g. small appliances, lawn care items, household goods, bicycles, 

seasonal decorations, knick-knacks, office equipment, books, CDs/DVDs/VHS tapes/records, clothes, tools, electric motors, vacuum 

cleaners & etc. Items need not be in working order. 

 

The objective of Choose to Reuse is simple - reduce the amount of solid waste in our landfills and help someone in the process.  

 

Some items may be charged a fee to discard. They include: 

 Tires – 15” and below $3; 16-19” $4; 20-24” $8; larger size negotiable. 

 Printers, Desktop Copiers, Scanners - $5; Non-TV LCD computer monitors - $20 

 CRT/picture tube TVs & Monitors: under 27” - $25; CRT/picture tube TVs 27-40”- $40 

 LCD TVs: under 27” $25; 27-49” $40; over 49” $55 

 Wood console TVs & Projection TVs: $55 

 

FREE disposal of car batteries, oil, washers and dryers, refrigerators, microwaves and other large metal items. Stereos and 

other electronic equipment are also available for free disposal. 

 
Please do not bring in paint and chemicals. We are not equipped to handle this. Wood County’s CLEAN SWEEP event will 

be held 9/7/19 at the Saratoga Town Hall, from 8:00 a.m. to noon.  

 

Contact Town of Grand Rapids Supervisors, Patty Lumby (715)423-2449 or Bill Clendenning at (715)423-2469, for more 

information, or if you would like to help with the event.    

 

 

                                  Thank a Snowplow Driver!                                    

With this winter’s large amount of snowfall, our snowplow drivers deserve a big shout-out for all that that they do 

to keep our roads safe. The Town employs three full-time Public Works employees, along with three part-time 

employees that assist with snowplowing. They have all been putting in very long hours to try to keep up with the 

plowing and have done a fantastic job doing so. Please remember that the Town consists of over 90 miles of roads 

that need to be cleared, and the crew is doing their best to keep the roads cleaned as quickly and safely as possible. 

 

Don’t Crowd the Plow 
Stay safe this winter. The snowplows are out on the roads to help you. Stay safe and help them do their job by 

following these tips: 

1. Do Not Pass. Passing a snowplow is generally a bad idea, all things considered. They may be driving very 

slowly, but you are always better off following a snowplow than driving in front of one, because the road in 

front of them hasn’t been plowed yet! Never pass a snowplow on the right shoulder, because that is where 

they clear all of the snow to. 

2. Follow at a safe distance. Snowplows need to go about 35 MPH to do a proper job. The slow speed may 

make you impatient, but you need to drive a safe distance behind them. Snowplows may need to stop or 

swerve abruptly to avoid obstacles. Drivers are up against unpredictable conditions. You need a safe 

following distance in case they need to stop suddenly or back up. 

3. Keep your lights turned on, even during daylight hours, so that the snowplow operators can see you.  

4. Never assume a snowplow driver can see you. Their vehicles have massive blind spots to the rear and to 

both sides.  
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