TOWN OF GRAND RAPIDS
WOOD COUNTY, WISCONSIN

SPRING/SUMMER NEWSLETTER - 2021
2410 48th Street South, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494
Town Board
Chairman

Arne Nystrom

Supervisors

Bill Clendenning
Patty Lumby
Amber France
Jeremy Eichhorn

Office
Clerk
Treasurer
Admin. Asst.
Admin. Asst.

Lisa Dotter
Amy Cook
Jewell Ninneman
Peggy Doughty

TOWN OF GRAND RAPIDS
JUNE
5 – Kiwanis Youth Outdoors Day (Wazeecha Red
Sands)
11th & 12th – Grand Rapids & Kellner Garage Sales
10th – 12th – Blue Grass at the Lake
12th – Firefighters’ Celebration
th

JULY
15th – 18th – State Water Ski Show
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SPRING/SUMMER EVENTS
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(715)424-1821

28th

AUGUST
7th – Corvettes of the North Car Cruise
– Wood County’s CLEAN SWEEP (Saratoga Town
Hall)
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Town Board Meetings

2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:00 p.m.

Plan Commission Meetings

nd

2 Monday of the month at 6:00 p.m.

Fire Department Meetings

1st Monday of the month at 6:00 p.m.
*Meeting dates subject to change - call the
Municipal Building to confirm dates, time and
location or check our website at
www.townofgrandrapids.org

The 2021 SafeWise Safest Cities report has been
released, with Grand Rapids ranking as the 6th safest
city in Wisconsin. You can view the full list at
https://www.safewise.com/blog/safest-cities-wisconsin/.

FROM THE TREASURER:
Remember to pay your 2nd installment of taxes by
July 31, 2021! Taxes must be made payable to the
Wood County Treasurer and paid at the Wood
County Courthouse, or sent by mail to PO Box 8095,
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495-8095. Payments will
NOT be receipted at the Grand Rapids Municipal
Building.
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YARD WASTE DISPOSAL
Town of Grand Rapids residents may again purchase a season long, annual pass for the compost site. Passes may
be purchased at the Municipal Building, and by mail. The cost at the Municipal Building will be $52 and by mail
$53. If you wish to have a pass mailed to you, please submit the $53, your name, address and the license plate
number of the vehicle that will be hauling the compost. We cannot mail you a pass without all of this information.
Yard waste shall include grass clippings, leaves, pine needles, garden waste, and brush.

TOWN BRUSH DROP-OFF SITE
The Town is currently offering a free brush and stump drop-off site at the Town Garage located at 2811 Two
Mile Ave. This drop-off site will be available through April 30, 2021, and is for the residents of Grand Rapids
only. This is available during daylight hours only, including weekends. All brush and stumps must be clean.

NO COMMERCIAL, LAWN or GARDEN WASTE WILL BE ACCEPTED.
REMINDERS FROM OUR ZONING DEPARTMENT

CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE
2020 was a good year for the Town of Grand Rapids financially. We were able to stay under budget, ending the year with a $716,804 fund balance. This
increase was due to receiving additional funds from the Roads to Recovery fund. We strive to keep $500,000 on hand at the start of every year to support
operations until taxes and other state payments are received. Some of the cash on hand balance is projected to be used to support the 2021 budget.
We were just notified that we will receive over $733,000 over the next two years for the COVID-19 relief bill. No clear information as to what this can be
used for yet. We are told to expect that determination in the next few weeks from the U.S. Dept. of Treasury.
2020 was a hard year for running a town office. We had to make changes and close the office for an extended time. Staff had to adjust to doing the work
differently. Thanks to the public for understanding the changes we had to make.
On the bright side, Grand Rapids was recognized by SafeWise.com as being the 6th Safest City in Wisconsin. Our ranking moved up from 10th safest in
2020. Grand Rapids has ranked in the top 15 since 2014. Thanks to our Protected Services that keep us safe.
New home construction is booming in our town. Last year 16 new homes were started, slightly down from our five-year average of 19. It looks like 2021
will be another great year as our Zoning office has already issued several new home permits and has several inquiries for additional new homes.
Road projects for 2021 are not set yet. The Board will be reviewing the identified needed roads. We applied for and received a Wisconsin Department of
Transportation Grant referred to as a TRIP project. We were one of only 53 in our state to be selected to receive it. The project is to rebuild a part of
Washington St., from the MSTC entrance to 48th Street. The projected cost is $186,000. The DOT will reimburse us up to $92,956.45. The project will take
place in 2022, upon Board approval.
If you have concerns, please free to contact our office at 715-424-1821, or myself at my home or town cell phone.
Arne Nystrom
715-423-0653 Home
715-213-9837 Town Cell

LETTER FROM THE FIRE CHIEF’S DESK:
The Grand Rapids Fire Department had a very busy 2020. The department responded to 392 calls
for service. The fire department responded to 53 calls in the Town of Grand Rapids, 11 calls in the
Town of Grant, 15 calls in the Town of Saratoga and 20 Mutual Aid calls to neighboring
communities.
The Grand Rapids First Responders were called out 293 times. The First
Responder program has become a very important part of the services that the fire
department offers to the citizens of the area. When the first responders are called out, we
provide additional manpower to assist United Emergency Medical Response.
The department always welcomes anyone who is interested in serving as a Firefighter or
Medical First Responder to stop in and see what is involved in becoming a member of our
department and serving your community. Our phone number is 715-424-1815. We have a
great department and hope for your continued support. Have a safe and enjoyable
summer.

Fire Chief Bob Piatt

GRAND RAPIDS FIREFIGHTERS’ CELEBRATION
SATURDAY JUNE 12, 2021 3-11 p.m.
Free admission till 5 p.m.; $5/person, $10/carload after 5 p.m.
Food, Beverages, Fun
The event will be held at the Grand Rapids Lions Club (CTH W & 36 th St. S.) from 3:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.
Lawn Mower Races, starting at 4:00 p.m.
Live music by Cherry Pie, from 6:30 p.m. – 10:30 p.m.

LETTER FROM THE POLICE CHIEF’S DESK:
2020 was a challenging year for everyone in the Town of Grand Rapids due to COVID-19. It seems every day
there was a new challenge that presented unique and unusual circumstances, never before experienced in our
community. The Grand Rapids Police Department had those same unique experiences and had to adapt and
overcome many obstacles throughout the year. With the help of town staff and surrounding public health
agencies, we were able to weather the storm and maintain 24/7 law enforcement coverage for the Town of Grand
Rapids. Staffing for the Grand Rapids Police Department remained stable over the last year, which helped
mitigate the challenges created by COVID-19. It is our hope that 2021 brings some relief and normalcy to our
daily lives, and we look forward to serving and working with all residents of the Town of Grand Rapids in 2021.
The Grand Rapids Auxiliary Police is always recruiting highly motivated individuals to join this dedicated
group. We anticipate most summer activities will return to normal this year, as compared to last summer, so
Grand Rapids Auxiliary Police will be very busy. If you know of someone that is interested in joining the Grand
Rapids Auxiliary Police, please have them stop by or call the Grand Rapids Police Department for more
details and pick up an application.
Reminders from the Town of Grand Rapids and the Grand Rapids Police Department:
o

ATV/UTV vehicles are not allowed on Town of Grand Rapids roadways. Town Ordinance 59 prohibits
ATV/UTV operation on town roadways. Fines for violations can range from $50.00 to $1,000.00.

o

Motorists must yield the right-of-way to authorized emergency vehicles giving audible signal by siren.
This would include fire fighting vehicles, rescue vehicles, ambulances and squad cars. Failure to do so
could result in a $326.50 fine. This also applies when approaching emergency vehicles displaying their
emergency lights, stopped along the roadway because of a traffic stop or other emergency. Please slow
down, give plenty of room and be prepared to stop, so that our emergency personnel are kept safe while
working in these extremely dangerous situations.

o

Dogs are required to be properly licensed with the town. We receive numerous complaints throughout
the year regarding dogs running at large. Make sure you keep your pets properly restrained to prevent
them from wandering off. By doing so, it will insure a safer community for all residents and their pets.

Since last year, we have noticed an increase in bicycle traffic in the town. Bicyclists are reminded to obey all traffic laws
while traveling the roadways of the town, including stopping for stop signs. Motorists should be extra careful when
traveling the roadways, watching for bicyclists, motorcyclists and pedestrians. Obey the speed limits and keep it safe for
everyone enjoying the great Wisconsin outdoors.
Once again, if you have any questions or concerns, please stop in and see us. My door is always open and I welcome
everyone’s feedback.

Police Chief Melvin K. Pedersen
Community Survey
In 2020, the Town Plan Commission developed a community survey that was mailed to residents. The survey gathered
information on: community perspectives; visions for the future; preferred town services; resident values and attitudes
towards future development in the Town of Grand Rapids; and much more. 3,330 surveys were mailed out, with 1,378
being returned. All survey responses were reviewed and the data was compiled into a survey summary report. The report
summarizes the needs, desires, opinions, and attitudes of Grand Rapids residents. The report presents numeric tabulation
and graphic representation of the questions and answers in the community survey. In addition to numeric data,
respondents’ additional comments are provided. The input collected through this survey will be incorporated into the
Town of Grand Rapids Comprehensive Plan. Results of the survey will provide guidance for current and future
development decisions over the next 10 to 20 years.
The results of the survey can be found on the Town’s website under the COMMUNITY tab, at
https://townofgrandrapids.org/survey/.

